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, U, S , DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
WAGE Al© HOUR, DIVISIOIT . ' • • . 

" y y :., . v / liUGE-HOUR ADMINISTRATOR GIVES FIGURES ON 40-HOUR Y/EEK ' .,-,(.." . . ;.; 

j 

Nearly 2,000,000 wage ea rne r s i n any vro-sk of average i n d u s t r i a l ac t iv i - ty w i l l 

be a f f ec t ed by t h e r u l o of timo ar.d a Iialf pay a f t e r 40 hours v/hich goes i n t o 

e f f e c t Thursday, October 24 , Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, Admin is t ra to r of tho Yfage 

and Hour Div i s ion , U, S, Dopartmont of Labor , announced t oday , '- . • 'P- . 

I t i s ostim.ated t l ia t a spot chock m.ado i n any r e c e n t v/eok probably v/ould f ind 

about 2,650,000 wago ea rne r s v/orking .cioro ti ian 40 liours a v/ook. Moro t h a n 

700,000 of t l icsc arc paid tirao caid a ha l f for vrork over 40 liours as a raat ter of 

cmploym.ont p r a c t i c e , l eav ing tlio racabor d i r o c t l y affcc-bod a t something lo s s t h a n 

2 ,000 ,000 . y. ... ... . . . • 

A chock m/.'.d.o i n rnotlior i/cod v/ould j-^ot i i ocossa r i lv f ind tho scjiic v/agc oarnors 

working noro then 40 iiours. 'i>:.iriii;; t h e course of -bho year a g roa t many more ••,--. ••̂ 'Or­

workors v : i l l bo a f f ec t ed , Colonol Fleming s a i d , c i t h e r by payment of t imo and a 

ha l f for overt ime in busv v/eeks, or i n bein,~, r-sloasod from work a t tho e.nd of 40 

hour:" i n s t ead of worlcing "bhe longer hoiu's customary i n pre-'.dous y e a r s . -«'':• . 

Ra i l road v/orlcers and t r u c k and bus employee-s whose v/ork a f f e c t s s a f e t y ' - •,. 

o p e r a t i Oil a re exempt from th.e maximura nour p r o v i s i o n s of t h e lav/ and are t h e r e f o r e 

not af footed by t h e Ocbober 24 change. The law does not apply t c om.ployoos of 

r e t a i l or s c r v i c o establ is loacrds . , 

As passed i n 1938 tiie lav/ p rov ides for a s tandard v/orkwook of 40 hours a f t e r 

-t.'/o y e a r s . The st.end.ard woi-k?.'.'-eok v/as 44 hours in tiic f i r s t yoar and 42 hours i n 

the second yoar of tiio lav/, . • . , . . 

Tho 40-hour v/c J1: a l r eady has fov.nd v/ido favor i n i'jacrican manufactur ing 

i n d u s t r i o s , Colonol Fleming s a i d , Mfxny i n d u s t r i o s cont inued i t v o l u n t a r i l y a f t e r 

the i n v a l i d a t i o n of tho Nabi-oiial Inuus-brial Recovery Aot (N.R.A.)* Labor 
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s t a t i s t i c s shcav, ho s a i d , t i iat 40 hours bocciao tiio sto.ndard v/orkwooic i n many i 

i n d u s t r i o s a f to r adoption of tlic f ivo-day wook i n 1926 by tiio Ford Motor Company* i 

As an i n d i c a t i o n of iiow gene ra l ly i t has been adopted. Colonel Fleming p o i n t e d t o 

s t a t i s t i c s siiov/ing t l iat tiae average hours v/orlced by a l l persons en^jloyed i n 

manufacturing during Ju ly of t h i s year ( the l a s t month for v/idch f i gu re s a re 

a v a i l a b l e ) was 37.3 hours a week, ' -'•••- pyp-r '̂-' i - ''':'-• 

Time and one-hal f must be p a i d for ,woric i n excess of 40 hours for the f i r s t 

f u l l v/orlaveek s t a r t i n g a f t e r midnigli t , Y/ednesday, October 2 3 . In e s t ab l i shmen t s 

ivhere p a y r o l l r ecords cus tomar i ly sot the worlaveek from. Monday to Sa turday , the 

overtime ru le a f t e r 40 hours v / i l l apply to the workweek s t a r t i n g Monday, October 28 , 

and cont inue t h e r e a f t e r , ' ' • " . . ' 

Es tabl ishment of a st.andard 40-hour v/ecic i s one of the trwo o b j e c t i v e s of the 

Fa i r Labor Standards Act of 1938, or Federal Y/ago and Hour Law. The otl icr i s a 

u n i v e r s a l minini-ua wago of 40 conts on hour i n i n d u s t r i e s ongagod in i n t o r s t a t o 

ceraiaoroG or i n tho product ion of goods for i n t o r s t a t o ooim-iiorco. This goes i n to 

offoct on Octobor 24, 194i5, " . 

Unt i l then tlio minimuia v/ago i s 30 conts an iiour oxcopt in i n d u s t r i e s 

covered by v/agc o r d e r s . Eleven wage o rde r s covering tlio moaiufacturo of t e x t i l e s , 

c l o t h i n g , pcper and l e a t h e r , have o s t ab l i s hod mininum v/agos from 52-1/2 t o 40 

conts an hour i n t l iosc i n d u s t r i o s . ', .• "•>'y-'" ''--, 
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